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ABOUT 1,600 YEARS AGO, A VAST PART OF INDIA WAS RULED BY A 
GREAT KING, SAMUDRAGUPTA . PATALIPUTRA WAS ITS CAPITAL. THE KING 
RAMAGUPTA AND CHANDRAGUPTA. 


a3 


THEY HAD A NUMBER OF PLAYMATES, SONS OF THEIR FATHER’S 
WIMSTERS AND OFFICERS . ONE DAY — 
= 


iN PRASEN, 
\| SHALL WE 

GO TO THE 
7) RIVER BANK 


“cee "RIVER BANK 


7 | GHANDRA- 
RUN_PRINCE i} 
CHANDRAGUPTA, Ae Wy GUPTA, RUN 
RUN. A LION IS 
COMING THIS 


BUT CHANDRAGUPTA STOOD 
HIS GROUND. 


AS THE LION ATTACKED Hit, 


CHANDRAGUPTA SIDE-STEPPED AND | \HE IS BRAVE, 
ISN?T HE ? 


AS THE PRINGES DID NOT RETURN 1h 
x SENT HIS SOLDIERS TO 


OH-OH! A DEAD LION 
AT THE FEET OF PRINCE 
( CHANDRAGUPTA ! 


THAT’S LIKE MY 
SON. 1 HOPE HE 
1S NOT HURT. $ 


AT THAT MOMENT THE PRINCES AND THEIR FRIENDS ARRIVED 
FOLLOWED 8Y A CHEERING CROWD. 


WON?T YOU HOW SHALL | REWARD YOU, 
REWARD THE MY SON ? AH! You WILL 

b BEAR THE BURDENS OF 
THIS VAST KINGDOM 
OF MINE ! 


MINISTER, 
DID YOU 


HEAR THAT ?, 


MY PRINCE | 


HELP IT, YOUR 
RIGHT WILL NOT 
BE TAKEN AWAY 
FROM YOU | 


| AFEW YEARS 


MINISTER, PLEASE SEND FOR 


|ZATER, WHEN |THE ROVAL PRIEST TO PERFORM) IMPATIENT, 


MY i CROWNING 


; RAMAGUPTA! 


DON?T WORRY, 
AS FAR AS | CAN 


G@HANDRAGUPTA 
MIGHT... 


IT’S TOO SOON, 
rat YOUR FATHER’S 
ASHES ARE 
STILL WARM. 


[WHEN A FEW DAYS HAD GONE BY=| Bt 


BUT PRASEN! 
OUR LATE THE RIGHT OF 
YOUR HOLINESS, PLEASE)/MAHARAJ HAD WISHED) SUCCESSION IS 
MAKE THE NECESSARY /{ PRINCE CHANDRAGUPTA ) MY ELDER BROTH 
ARRANGEMENTS TO TO SUC@EED HIM. ‘4 
GROWN PRINCE = 


THE CROWNING CEREMONY 
| AAS PERFORMED. 


May YOU 
| SAFEGUARD THE 
TRADITIONS OF 


YOUR AN@ESTORS 


AND THE COUNTRY, [o. 
SIRE! 
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LATER RAMAGUPTA MARRIED DHRUVA DEVI, A PRINCESS OF MATGHLESS 
'HAD HEARD , de 
OF YOUR HEROIC 
DEEDS EVEN 
BEFORE | WAS 


ENQUIRING 


PRINCE CHANDRA 
GUPTA RENOUNCED 
THE CROWN FOR 
YOUR HUSBAND. 


YOU MAY HAVE 
HEARD MANY 
MY LORD, | AM MORE THINGS. 
TOLD PRINCE ( 
(CHANDRAGUPTA MY QUEEN, | 
GAVE UP THE NOBODY EVER 
MAKES SUCH 
A SA@RIFICE 

FOR ANOTHER. 


SQME MONTHS CATER, THE KING WENT ON AN EXPEDITION TO THE 
SOUTHERN REGION OF THE KINGDOM. WHEN 1T GREW DARK, THEY 


TRUMPETS-~| 
A WARNING 


* ) 4 ry 


ye 


cst fn 


Printer (14 


| BRING BAD 
NEWS,Q KING! 


HAS ALSO BEEN 
CAPTURED BY }, & 
THE SAKAS. 

WE ARE 

TRAPPED! 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN NOW? 
WE WILL BE MASSACRED. 
FIND SOME WAY OUT, 
eo, MINISTER 


FIND OUT WHAT 
THE SAKA_KING 
WANTS. OFFER 


\ IS THERE NO 
ALTERNATIVE 


SOOM THE KING'S MESSENGER |g 
RETURNED. 


\( WHAT DOES 
I THE SAKA 
IM KING SAY 2 


DARE REPEAT 
mt ! 


ISN*T THERE 


ys 4] ANOTHER way OuT ? \IMES 


MAHARAU, 

WE ARE NOW 
AT THE MERCY 
OF THE SAKAS. 


THE SECURITY 
OF OUR COUNTRY 
Py MUST BE OUR 

FIRST CONCERN 


MAHARAJ! 


AND WHAT 
ABOUT THE 
TRADITIONS. 
OF GUR 
AN@ESTORS ? 


THEN | 
HAVE TO 


TRADITIONS 


CANNOT BE SAVED GIVE UP 
UNLESS THE COUNTRY DHRUVA DEVI. 
1S SECURE, MESSENGER, 
SIRE! INFORM HIM - 


1 A@@EPT ! 


DISASTER HAS WHAT IS ITs YES - AND 
BEFALLEN US, MADHAavI ? YOU _ARE THE 
MAHARANI | HAS MAHARAJ ‘ PRICE | 

' \ AGREED TO j 


IP 
DID 1 HEAR 
YOU_RIGHT> 

B®) MADHAV! ?_@ 


~~ 


MAHARANI, ISN?T THERE 
| OVERHEARD ANYBODY 
| THE WHOLE TO SAVE 
DIS@USSION! } ME FROM 
\ THIS 
2 MORTAL 
f INSULT ? 


1S THAT 

REALLY POSSIBLE ? 
HURRY ! 

GO TO HIM. 


ee 
| LATE 


PRINGE, 


MADHAVI YOUR BROTHER 
HAS TOLD HAS BETRAYED 
ME ALL, ME. 


O QUEEN | 


PLEASE CALM . 
YOURSELF. NOBODY@f THE PRINCE 
DARE INSULT YOU ALWAYS HONOURS 
WHILE | AM 


LATER- 


MAHARAJ , HAVE 
YOU REALLY 


DHRUVA DEVI 
TO THE 


| WILL NEVER THEN - DO 
YOU WANT ME 


KILLED ? ${ WILL THE 


*\ NO YOU WILL NOT 
BE HARMED- NOR 


BE GIVEN UP TO 
THE SAKA 
KING | 


QUEEN 


MAHARANI, 
THE PRINCE LOOKS. 
AS IF HE [S YOUR 


WHAT |! 
WANT TO LOOK) 
LIKE! NOW 
WAIT_AND 


EXACTLY 


WATCH | 


THE SWORD IS 


WITH AN ARMY 
LIKE HIS, HE IS 
INVINCIBLE | 


O SAKA KING. 

MAHARANI DHRUVA 
DEVI?S PALANQUIN 
is ALMOST 
HERE ! 


TELL THE GUARDS 
AND SOLDIERS 
TO LEAVE! 


WEL@OME, MAHARANI DHRUVA DEVI, 

YOU ARE NOW THE GONSORT OF 

THE SAKA KING - NOT OF THAY 
@ COWARD RAMAGUPTA, 


YOU SCOUNDREL! 


AND, ALSO, 

NOTIFY THE 
SQUAD WAITING 

CLOSE BY. 


IN A SHORT WHILE, THOUSANDS OF SAKA TROOPS WERE PU; 


a 


VICTORY TO PRINGE 
))\ CHANDRAGUPTA! 
2 


HUNDREDS OF SAKA SOLDIERS AND OFFISERS WERE TAKEN PRISONERS 


OUR KING . THE 
GREAT CONQUEROR , IS 
NO MORE! 


YOU WILL BUT IF YOU 


BE BANISHED DARE TO 
FROM THIS . RETURN... 
COUNTRY ! . 


7NFORMED OF THE SAKA DEBACLE, RAMAGUPTA AND DHRUVA DEVI 
ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. 


1AM VERY PLEASED WITH 


YOU; GHANDRAGUPTA. YOU 1AM INDEBTED TO 


WILL BE REWARDED WELL. s ‘YOU;FOR EVER, 


e 5 


PRINCE . 


ViIeTORY TO 
@HANDRAGUPTA ! HAIL MAHARANI 
DHRUVA DEVI! 


MAHARAJ SAMUDRAGUPTA 
HAD HIMSELF NOMINATED 


RIGHT TO BE 
THE KING. 


( or YoU TOO Y | @ANNOT 
MINISTER. | 5 s ae [ re BEEN } FOR EVER 
HAVE HEARD ALL OF IT | TAKEN IN. @LOSE MY 
ENOUGH ABOUT AND MORE BY HIM! EYES TO 
GHANDRAGUPTA A MAHARAU. d REALITIES! 
FOR A LIFE> 


IN THE COURT NEXT DAY - 


WI 
N BC 


IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT, HE MADE A 
DASTARDLY ATTEMPT JON PRINCE 
CHAN DRAGUPTA”: IFE { 


HE @AN SAFEGUARD THE 
COUNTRY AND THE 
GUPTA TRADITIONS } 
: nN 


TIs 
HE WHO SET! 
PRINCE 
RAMAGUPTA 


WE WILL ey Beis OUR pines CHANDRAGUPTA 


: Gy ST ANDRAGOET AL __ GUPTA THRONE 
a Laea\( cy EE pol a 
v i . 
\ i ay f iy 


INE ! 


MAY GOD 
}) BLESS You. 


THE BURDEN OF 
DEFENDING THE 
COUNTRY IS NOW 
YOURS, MAHARAJ 


VICTORY TO 


THIS IS AN 
AUSPICIOUS DAY. 


Camemey. THE WEDDING 
NOW ? 


& WHY NOT PERFORM 


WILL IT BE 
APPROPRIATE, 
HOLI PRIEST ? 


THE CONSENT OF 
MAHARAJ @HANDRAGUPTA 
AND MAHARANI DHRUVA 
DEVI HAS TO BE 
OBTAINED. 


| A@@EPT THE 


WILL OF MAHARAJ @ 
CHANDRAGUPTA, THE 
MINISTER AND 


OUR PEOPLE., 


DEGISION WILL JY 
BE BINDING 


THE WEDDING WAS S 


R, PLEASE. | HAVE TO MAKE 


1 
ASK THE PEOPLE TO A SPECIAL 
STAY AWHILE! ANNOUNCEMENT 


UNTIL | HAVE DRIVEN EVERY 
SINGLE SAKA OUT OF OUR A\ AND FRESH IN THE 
| >—~_eountey. ___+<| MIND OF OUR 


MAHARAU . 


MY COUNTRYMEN, AS YOU WILL IT WILL BE MY 
BE MY WITNESS ,! WILL NOT REST, 


YOU_ARE A GREAT 
POET, KALIDASA ! 
| WOULD LIKE TO 


WRITINGS. 
A BUT 


B. MAHARAU. 


[ZATER IN THE PALACE — 


MAHARAJ 5 
HAVEN*T WE 
STAYED LONG 
ENOUGH AT 


THEY ALL REFER TO YOU 


| LIKE THE THE PEOPLE HERE ADORE 
PLAGE. YOU BECAUSE YOU FREED 
| LIKE THE THEM FROM SAKA DOMINATION . 
AS VIKRAMADITYA . 
BUT... 


BUT THE SAKAS 
STILL RULE IN 
T. IS THAT 
WHAT YOU WANT 
TO REMIND ME 


SPURRED 84 THE WORDS OF DHRUVA DEVI, CHANDRAGUPTA SOON 
LEFT ON A CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE SAKAS» 


MAY VICTORY BE 
WITH You! 


THEN WHAT | HEARD 


MUST BE RIGHT. THE 

MAHARAJ MUST HAVE 

WON THE BATTLE 
AGAINST THE SAKAS| 


YES, MADHAVI. THE ---AND THE 


LAST VESTIGE OF MAHARAU WILL 
FOREIGN RULE HAS BE COMING 
BEEN REMOVED BACK SCON 

FROM OUR 


LATER CHANDRAGUPTA WENT AS FAR AS BACTRIA , BEYOND THE HiINIDU 
BUSH MOUNTAINS AND DEFEATED THE KUSHANAS TOO. 
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Vikramaditya 


Chandragupta Vikramaditya (380-413 AD), the son of Samudra Gupta, is one of the most famous and 
celebrated names in Indian history. He is remembered for his valour, courage, sense of justice and, above all, 
his burning patriotism that saw him succeed in expelling the Sakas from Western India. 


Vikramaditya’s reign brought peace and prosperity to a vast region that extended from the Bay of Bengal to 
the Arabian Sea, and from the Himalayas to the Vindhyas. It was this greatness that won him a permanent 
place in the heart of every Indian. Fa Hien, the Chinese pilgrim who travelled throughout India for over ten 
years (400-411 AD) during Vikramaditya's reign, wrote an interesting and informative account of the 
country and its people. 


The incidents narrated in this Amar Chitra Katha are based on Devi Chandragupta written by Vishakhadatta. 
This work is now lost, but passages from it quoted in other books give us a glimpse of the events narrated 
in the work. There are also references to episodes in the life of Chandragupta Vikramaditya in literary works 
‘and inscriptions from a later period. 


Editor: Anant Pai 
Script: A. P. Singh Illustrations: H. S. Chavan Cover: Pratap Mulick 


Related Titles 
Vikramaditya’s Throne * Fa Hien 
Chandragupta Maurya * Samudra Gupta 
Baladitya and Yashodharma * Ashoka 
Harsha © Lalitaditya 


150 81-7508-149-% 


3! Mil 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE 


